On the Formation of the Cao Shuang-Sima Yi Regime
Based Upon a Critical Analysis of ‘Jin Shu’ Xuandiji,
Sanguozhi and Pei Songzhi’s Sanguozhi Zhu

Takashi Mitsuda

A comparative analysis of the descriptions of Sima Yi HJ}5#% in the Jin Shu’
Xuandiji [%3] Ei#d during the formation of the Cao Shuang ®#& -Sima
Yi regime, as presented in Sanguozhi [ ] and Pei Songzhi's annotations
Sanguozhi Zhu ZER5 2. [=B&] 1F reveals several passages that appear to draw
upon—or at least share common sources with—such works as the main text of the
Sanguozhi, Wang Chen's Wei Shu £3k [B13] , Yu Huan's Wei Lue 1% B,
Guo Ban's Wei Jin Shiyu 358 (B 55 ] |, and Sun Cheng's Han Jin Chungiu
2% [BUKHFFK]. The Jin Shu' Xuandiji also contains anecdotes and expressions
seemingly intended to discredit Chao Shuang while elevating Sima Yi's authority, a
tendency that calls for careful consideration.

Following the “aborted” Cao Yu ¥ administration, Sima Yi contemplating
retirement and his family, sought not so much to expand their political power as
to ensure their survival. To that end, they cooperated with Cao Shuang and the
reinstated members of the so-called “frivolous” faction, or Fu Hua %3, while
also cultivating closer ties with the Cao Wei imperial clan and other distinguished

families.
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