An Attempt to Clarify the Recycling System of
“Poshlust” (Philistines) in the Works of
Vladimir Nabokov

Mitsunori Sagae

This paper attempts to clarify the recirculation of “philistines” (rmouutocts), by
applying the semiotic scheme of Juria Kristeva to the literary analysis of Vladimir
Nabokov’s writings.

“Poshlust” is a famous word coined by Vladimir Nabokov in the book titled
Nikolay Gogol. Among “Russian writers, censors, and readers,” Nabokov singles out
the government and the populists as two forces that do not understand art. Populists
had a noble purpose and tried to dedicate all the results of their studies to the
happiness of the people, but these two parties were philistines in the sense that they
lacked intellectual or aesthetic refinement.

Nabokov brilliantly uses these relationships as a motif for regeneration of
“poshlust” (in the artistic meaning) in his novel about Russian literature, The Gift.

He incorporates the recycling scheme he found in Gogol’s work into his own work..
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When you will certainly want to address our club, of which I am a proud member.
Last time we had Professor Amy King, a very stimulating teacher type, talk
to us on Dr. Schweitzer and Dr. Zhivago. Now let us take a peck at that room.

I'm positive you're going to love it. 2
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Mrs. Whitman Before introducing the distinguished visitor on tonight's program,
you will be glad to learn that next Friday the well-known psychiatrist, Dr. John

Ray, will take to us on the sexual symbolism of golf. w
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