{Research Note)

Affective Practice of ‘Partaking’
in Urban Society of India

Nobuo Yamagishi

This paper aims to discuss how social relationships are being built in urban
India under threat of COVID-19 with particular reference to the food practice of
the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON). A nationwide
lockdown forced a great number of migrants and slum dwellers to go hungry in the
streets, which had to be urgently addressed with the food support of religious sectors
including ISKCON. As ISKCON has appealed for the preparation and distribution
of prasadam (food offered to Krishna) as a social service for needy people, many
individuals and corporations engaged in this service process with various intentions.
This is because the practice of serving and sharing sacred food itself can be a
source of affective movement that connects oneself with others and takes shape as
activities in the public sphere. This new way of partaking food is neither a religious
practice that only devottees systematically follow nor a public policy that only the
government adopts to combat poverty. It is a social relationship that dynamically
emerges among people of different bodies to partake in the sphere of food and life

through the plural values of everyday livelihood beyond the religious-public binary.
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A, R aaF 7 AV AOBREIERE V) B (BT, ao5He %)
DHEMPT, A 7 FHTROM ST AICHEE SN TE o0 %E, FFE
MR 7 ) ¥ 2 F R EIRS 4 (International Society for Krishna Consciousness. BU T
ISKCON & #3) (Z X2 HOEENPOELRETHI L2 HMWE T 5. ISKCON i,
4 ¥ FHRRBIFIC L 2t HE OB ICEDE T, $HToFERRZDIEL 12
ERZHELZ%EL, 1 HETHAE W) AL ITH~OBRB OB T (7
F4— % 4 Skt. prasada) R LTE 72, FFITHMbREREIE, #ilids
TEICHH SN 220 53 ISKCON D X 9 % SRk A 72 & AL I
WKBWTIEHTETWADONE V) HTHbH,

A ¥ FEHHFBCIE, 19914E LLRE 8 3 A b & AR 7 7o — s ufeic e b
%o TREN RBEDIEA D, Wb EWIG LTI D AL R L,
IR BUF I S A 2T 19974E 12819 5Bt 3 A 7 2 (Public Distribution System)
R L. BRMY LUT OHH 2 0 00 22l 2 B TR OBGE R T 9 1S
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FIZWBD7Z,

Mz T, #BWEIEICH - Tid, B R E2 5T 2 X 7 2AEROAEZEH
DHEBEROR R % o T E 720 1970448 SEBHICHA L7z A2 OARE: Hiid
FRCHENTBY, FRICH LTS 2 BMAICHER L L) &3 288 bk
ECTW5b, ¥/, MVBORFEERPAT L EEARZEE 2, LHOAMifEZ %)
BRI ET 272012 A5 A2 PRI NE2ZL FRTLHFMELL L VDT, 2
5 LA OWHRBLE (replacement) AHEE SN2 LTH, TSRS 2 KEH, HE
e TR BRI 2 BUEICK Ly ATBUIMT S AR A RISR 2R TE
T\ 2% [Priya 2006: 2447,

BRZEFH R AT AMEROEFEIYE SN VHEBO 212, 1503
WAL OBEIH T 5N D, RNERERR AT AICHET 2 5 MOITBUE I,
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ERTHIET, LOMRNLRHEIITRL MRS L9107 £V F
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BT h, TDEI) %, BRI > THCE AXDERELZ D [ 5D
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T —2IZLOETHHATIE, AREREDL LEHWSNIATHT &)
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3 23K (Sri Sri Rukmini Dwarkadhish Mandir) Tld, ISKCOND A THiAE &
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KA PELT, [HEDOHEE (operation) THREEGME DL ] 2 & 221572Y,
ZLTC BUWERHZOGEPTTEAETL2ETHL L L, BUFEEHET S
ISKCON 7V —O Y filAh % [FEIFSH L —)VE7IV] 72 L 3Hfi L 72,
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