Consideration of the Problem of Time and Space
through Bakhtin’s Chronotope

—in the Texts of "Spring in Fialta" and "Lolita" by Vladimir Nabokov—

Mitsunori Sagae

This article attempts to analyze the texts of Vladimir Nabokov from the point
of Chronotope, as defined by Mikhail Bakhtin. In the analysis of space and time
in literature, we must take into consideration that the concept of time can be easily
compared to the concept of space, whereas it is more difficult to compare the concept
of space to time. Through the analysis of the literary texts of Vladimir Nabokov,
we can find commonalities between ancient Greek novels and the texts of Vladimir
Nabokov, for example, with events occurring in appropriate time order (just in time,
or all of a sudden). In contrast, we can also easily find uniqueness in the literary texts
of Nabokov from the point of topology, where many motifs correspond between

different scenes, which gives distinct hints to find the secret seams of time and space.
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