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What Connects the Visible and Invisible Worlds

—From Daisaku Ikeda's Three Dialogues in the 1970s—

Yutaka Ishigami

This paper takes up three dialogues conducted by Daisaku Ikeda in the 1970s
and considers their significance. First, in the dialogue with Arnold J. Toynbee, we
consider the significance of the "hypothesis". The hypothesis has the significance
of connecting a phenomenon with the natural law behind it. Second, in the dialogue
with André Malraux, we discuss the significance of "action." Action connects belief
with reality. In addition, the position of his agnosticism has a positive significance.
Third, in the dialogue with René Huyghe, we consider the significance of "art".
As Huyghe himself says, art is the "third reality" that connects what is visible
with what is invisible. In this way, through the three dialogues, it is confirmed
that "hypothesis", "action" and "art" connect the "visible world" and the "invisible
world". Human beings grow by connecting these two worlds. This also applies to
education and religion. Such work is unique to human beings living in two worlds.

Furthermore, it goes without saying that at the core of this work is human beings

themselves.
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