Thought of Economy in “Guanzi”

— as Compared to Simagqian’s “Shiji” —

Kenzo Wakae

In “Guanzi” there is a famous phrase “If people have enough food stored in
Granaries, they will pay attention to etiquettes”. “Guanzi” is considered to be written
by Guanzhong (% . ?2-645B.C.). Simagian (7] ¥ %) regarded Guanzhong's
writing as important, but, in later ages, Confucianists say his thought is second-class
because noble men should value faithfulness, whereas small-minded persons value
benefit. Many people think that “Guanzi” was written after the age of wars (i [l
). However, in “Guanzi” we can find some information that only people who lived
in the age of chunqiu (FRFKIKEM) could know. This suggests that some chapters
of this book were written by Ganzhong himself in the age of chungiu. There are a
number of valuable insights into economy and other areas of this time period—

treasures which are worth excavating.
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