Thinking About Medical Services in an Aging Society
— A Perspective from the Aspect of Bioethics —

Bunsho Lee

Since ancient times, elderly people with low productivity have been socially
vulnerable. Religion and ethics have contributed greatly to the formation of today's
aging society. The aging society was formed by extending human life expectancy,
but it leaves a significant economic burden on the next generation. Unfair
distribution of medical resources between generations is a problem that needs to be
urgently addressed.

An important point regarding medical and nursing care in an aging society is to
consider the dignity of the elderly first, which includes informed consent. Another
critical topic is medical practice, including adult guardianship and bioethics law for
which legislation is needed. Future medical treatment for the elderly will also need
to change from conventional preventive medical care to a kind of medical treatment

that promotes health.
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