Public Culture Formed through ‘Service’ of
Gourmet Prasadam in Urban India

Nobuo Yamagishi

This paper aims to discuss how a public culture is formed through a religious
service of food in the context of gourmet culture in urban India. Govinda's
Restaurant, run by the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, serves
prasadam (pure vegetarian food offered to Krishna) as a commercial media to relish
the divine love. In Delhi, the customers feast their eyes and palates on a variety of
sacred foods and share the taste of enjoyment with other customers in a sophisticated
space, which manifests an identity of urban middle class. It is a gourmet restaurant
culture that has emerged through the staff's professionalism and customers’ stylish
habitus, and that creates a new gustatory relationship based not only on the specific
value of service to God. Deviating from a ritual structure of temples, but not driving
a mere commercial service, the public culture of gourmet prasadam lets people use

their service to move beyond the religious-secular binary to experience a better taste.
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