A Consideration for the Historical View of the Chinese
Civilization in 4 Study of History by A. J. Toynbee:

A focus on ‘Reconsiderations’ in 4 Study of History and
A Study of History Illustrated

Takashi Mitsuda

While Toynbee emphasized the discontinuity between the Sinic Civilization and
the Far Eastern Civilization up to the sixth volume of A Study of History, he changed
this ‘perspective’ later to consider the continuity of these civilizations in his works
after ‘Reconsiderations’ in which he proposed the Chinese model and subsequently
used the Hellenic-Sinic model. In the theory of his end stage, however, he once again
accentuated the discontinuity between these civilizations.

Toynbee's Chinese historical view up to the sixth volume of A Study of History
resembles the periodization theory in the Chinese history of Ichisada Miyazaki & I
117 7€ and Tatsuhiko Seo ZkFE3#Z, while his view after ‘Reconsiderations’ is similar
to those of Yoshihiro Watanabe 1 78 315,

In considering Chinese history based on Toynbee’s historical account, it is
important to deepen understanding of the mutual influence between Buddhism,

Confucianism and Taoism.
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