On Making Kyogen “KIROKUDA”,
The Half-Delivered Gift

Michiko Fujioka

Kyogen is a comedy, which started in the medieval age. Many Kyogen plays were
either discarded or disappeared through the ages. Nowadays, some 250 plays are still
performed on stage. Kirokuda is one of the masterpieces among them.

The servant Taro-Kaja is ordered to take 12 ox loads of firewood and charcoal
to his master’s uncle in the capital. It is too much for one person, so he objects, but
finally obeys. Walking along the snowy mountain pass, he has a hard time herding
the 12 oxen...

This most pitiful scene is depicted as quiet, beautiful and picturesque, making
Kirokuda a Kyogen masterpiece. The hypothesis on the making of Kirokuda is that

this scene must have provided inspiration for the famous “Painting of a Herd-Boy.”
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