Japanese New Religions and the Lotus Sutra

Katsuaki Ohnishi

In this paper, I discuss how Japanese New Religions (JNR) accept the Lotus
Sutra. Generally, JNR are classified into Shintoism and Buddhism. In practice,
however, it is difficult to divide them because many of JNR have elements of the
syncretic faith [shinbutsu shugo]. In fact, there are several Shintoism-affiliated New
Religions that emphasize the significance of the Lotus Sutra.

I compare three New Religions; REUYUKAI, Rissho Kosei-kai and SEICHO-
NO-IE. As a result, the following was clarified.

JNR presents practices to believers based on ethics, altruism and humility in order
to work through problems in life. Through these practices, believers engage in self-
reformation.

The Lotus Sutra is accepted as the Buddhist scriptures through which to interpret
these religious practices. In particular, the Lotus Sutra justifies equality, eternity,
inclusiveness and altruism.

The Lotus Sutra has been adopted to sanctify the practice of human

transformation.
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