Arnold Toynbee’s View of Religion and
Dialogue for the 21st Century

— Dialogue of Eastern and Western Spirit over "Ultimate Reality" —

Yutaka Ishigami

In Arnold Toynbee and Daisaku Ikeda's book, Choose Life, we find a discussion
about "Ultimate Reality" as an important topic. In the discussion developed there,
Toynbee's position is academically agnostic, while Tkeda takes the perspective
of a Buddhist or religious activist. Their positions seem to be at odds with each
other, but they ultimately arrive through their discussion at a higher level of mutual
understanding.

This paper first examines Toynbee's position on the theory of religion. I trace the
way in which agnosticism, which is the position of his theory of religion, was formed
and consider the significance of his agnosticism. Next, I look at how the "ultimate
reality" debate was developed in Choose Life. The further one reads it, the better one
understands that the two's positions are resolute and somehow representative of the
eastern and western spirits respectively. The dialogue they have becomes a creative
one aimed at the new century. At the very end, it seems that two spirits merge until

they are synthesized into one comprehensive position.
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