Beyond the Legend of Makiguchi

Kazuyuki Uefuji

Tunesaburou Makiguchi, the founding president of Soka Kyoiku Gakkai, the
predecessor of Soka Gakkai, became a legend in his birthplace of Arahama, a village
in Japan's present-day Niigata Prefecture.

He once traveled to Japan's northernmost main island of Hokkaido to find his
father. At that time, he suddenly heard gunshots echo as he discovered that his
younger sister had been killed. The criminal was a government official who was
shooting bears.

This account was dismissed as a rumor until recently, but I learned that his nephew
who lived in Otaru, Hokkaido, was also shot and killed by another government
official in 1889.

Reviewing these incidences together reveals that the oral history of Makiguchi’s

fellow villagers includes important facts.
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