The Strategy of the Expedition to the North by Zhege
Liang and the Non-Han Race in the Longxi and Hexi
Corridor—the Qiang and “monarchs of various nations in
Liang Zhou” during the Later Han and the Three
Kingdoms period

Takashi Mitsuda

In the “Longzhongdui” [FHi%t | |, the first strategy of the expedition to the north Jt
k. by Zhege Liang % %% was described as follows. First, Liu Bei 21f# conquered Jing
Zhou M and ¥i Zhou %% . Then he adjusted the ruling system in his own territory,
conciliated western and southern barbarians and made amicable relations with Sun Quan
% M . After that, when confusion occurred in the land, Liu Bei asked his most reliable
subordinate to serve as commanding generals leading an attack from Jing Zhou as well as
making a sortie from Yi Zhou by himself. But eventually losing Jing Zhou and Guan Yu
8% to the invasion by Cao Cao {4 and Sun Quan, failing to recapture Jing Zhou and
Liu Bei's death, Zhege Liang, who was responsible for Liu Bei on his deathbed and took
care of his affairs after he was gone, was executed while reproducing “Longzhongdui”.
After Meng Da Wi3% was subdued by Sima Yi 5] ¥EX, he made a sortie into Longxi Jun
FEPEER to shut off the road leading to the Silk Road, and over time sought Chang’'an %
%¢ written in the “Sanguozhi” [=B:] Chen Tai Chuan BZ#{. The underpinning of
this strategy were the unstable social and political conditions of Longxi Jun and Hexi
Corridor {7 V§ 8] Jif that were populated by many barbarians, the strategy of the
expedition to the north by Zhege Liang was planned while keeping in mind a full account
of the revolt by the Qiang 5% which started in 107 AD. It is thought that Zhege Liang
schemed to cooperate with the Sogdian and the Yueshi A 3% (HIX) sent by “monarchs
of various nations in Liang Zhow” [ {5 #B £ ], and that he wanted to bring the Silk
Road and “the Silk Road in the airy region” related to “Minzuzelang on the west of
Sichuan” )| V4§ B i W8, “the South-western Silk Road” related to the Marine Road
under his control for the purpose of trying to link these roads along with the territorial
expansion of the Shu Han % so as to lower the tax burden in the country.
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