Ambivalence of “Tears and Laughter” and

“Death and Life”
—An Attempt of Adaptation of Grotesque and Grotesque Realism

to Several Works of Contemporary Representation—

Mitsunori Sagae

The purpose of this article is to adapt the definitions or Grotesque and Grotesque
Realism to Contemporary art or representations. First, to clarify the meaning of
Grotesque, we have tried to distinguish the meanings between Grotesque and Grotesque
Realism, referring to the works of Kayser, Wolfgang, Boris Eikhenbaum and Mihail
Bakhtin. The main point of differences is in the recognition, whether or not topographic
downgrading, which was outstanding in the work of Frangois Rabelais, on which Michail
Bakhtin stressed the essence of Grotesque Realism. Bakhtin criticized the misreading of
Kayser, his having attempted to adapt the grotesque of modernism to the the works of the
Renaissance or before. But in this article, we reviewed the existence of downgrading
(though it is not the same interpretation of Michail Bakhtin) in three works of
contemporary art or representation, in which we tried to analyze the work from the

viewpoint of Grotesque and Grotesque Realism.
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