Where Tarokaja Lived

Michiko Fujioka

Tarokaja is a famous character of Kyogen, Japanese Medieval Comedy. Kyogen started
as a theatrical performance at big shrines or temples for God or Buddha, and for the
people who gathered at shrines and temples. It gradually grew into an artistic
performance, becoming popular among high society people, such as the generals of the
Muromachi shogunal government, and also ordinary people at the time.

Kyogen maintained popularity through the Edo period into the modern age and,
miraculously, even right up to the present day. As such, it has been one of the biggest
theatrical art forms in Japan for over 600 years. Some 300 Kyogen remain today.
Tarokaja plays a part in 100 Kyogen of these 300. In more than 50 Kyogen, Tarokaja acts
as the main character.

Tarokaja is a servant of samurai, which is not a very high position. He is always bright,
active, and defiant toward his master. He also creates some trouble, which emerge at the
comical ends of the pieces.

This article sets out to see clearly Tarokaja’s daily life in the historical pictorial
documents, such as Rakutyu Rakugaizu Byobu, the big screen showing a bird’s-eye view

of Kyoto.
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