The Hojo Family’s Internal Conflict
—The Nigatsu-sodo and the Kagen-no-ran—

Takako Kajikawa

This paper attempts to reconsider two cases, which were not well studied historically,
known as internal conflicts of the Hojo family in the Kamakura period, the Nigatsu-sodo
case and the Kagen-no-ran case.

The Nigatsu-sodo is a combination of two cases where the brothers Nagoe Tokiakira
and Noritoki were killed on February 11, 1272 and where Akahashi Yoshimune toppled
Hojo Tokisuke in Kyoto on February 15.

The Kagen-no-ran is a case where Hojo Tokimura was assassinated on April 23, 1305,
which was made to look like “an accident”. The supposed murderer, Hojo Munetoki,
killed them on May 4.

The former is a case in the Hojo Tokimune period, while the latter is a case in the Hojo
Sadatoki period, both cases happened in different periods, but there are similarities.
Especially, in the Nigatsu-sodo, five people who were involved in the killing of Tokiakira
were executed. The eleven people who were involved in the killing of Tokimura in the
Kagen-no-ran were executed. Both cases, the killing of Tokiakira and Tokimura, are as a
common point described as “an accidental killing.”

In this paper, I reexamine the historical documents on these two incidents and also
relate them to the situation of the Heizenmon-no-ran case, which I described in a

previous paper and attempt to reinterpret the two cases in this way.
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