On the Liu Zhao Regime — Y1 Zhou, Guan Zhong and
Hexi Corridor During the Han-Wei Transition

Takashi Mitsuda

During the Han-Wei transition, it is at least certain that the Liu Zhao Regime main-
tained a defensive stance and took over the inside of Yi Zhou after his Regime contained
the insurrection of Zhou Wei and the conflict with Liu Biao until around 200 CE.

From 200 CE, his Regime enjoyed a period of relative stability and limited battles in
the Ba Gun for control by the Zhou Lu Regime.

Given that Cao Cao won the battle of the Guan Du in 200 CE, gained control over all
of He Bei and achieved dominance over the Cao Cao Regime, the Liu Zhao Regime was
able to reign over Yi Zhou while monitoring more closely than ever Sun Quan, Liu Biao,
Liu Bei, the residing forces of the Hexi Corridor and the Guan Zhong, while alsofighting
a difficult battle with Zhou Lu. Eventually, the Liu Zhao Regime was surrounded by Liu
Bei so that Liu Zhao had to bring external support into the Yi Zhou in order to fight
against Zhou Lu and Cao Cao.

According to statements in the “Sanguozhi” and other history books, there were few
good evaluations of Liu Zhao. One explanation for this is that the persons with opinions
about Liu Zhao were those who had defeated the Liu Zhao Regime. The descriptions
available in the extant history books expressed a low opinion of Liu Zhao in order to
thereby evaluate the Shu Han and the Sun Wu Regimes more highly. Drawing on Liu
Zhao’s opinions recorded in the history books, the present writer attaches importance to

the description in the “Lun” of the “Hou Han Shu” Liu Yan chuan.
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