Recent Changes and Causes of Problems
in the Middle East and Turkey

Hideki Iwaki

After the events of September 11,2001, both the Middle East and Turkey were thrown
into confusion. Terrorism and conflicts, however, do not determine the Muslim world. In
fact, different religions and ethnicities coexisted already in the Ottoman Empire.

The purpose of this paper is to examine the causes of recent problems in the Middle
East and Turkey.

First, we examine the trend and the significance of the Arab Revolution from 2011;
second, the process and the future of the Islamic State; third, the causes of terrorism and
the coup d’etar in July, 2016, in Turkey. Finally, we survey the future forms of

coexistence in the Middle East and Turkey.
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