Pursuing Wider Publicness of Museums (1)
—— An Alternative to “White Cube”
Art Exhibition Rooms —

Atsuhiro Momota

I think museums should have wider publicness because only art enthusiasts visit muse-
ums.

Although museums generally have a refined atmosphere as “palaces of beauty”, Marcel
Duchamp submitted a urinal (fig.1) to an art exhibition, putting such refined atmospheres
in question. Paul Valery and Theodor W. Adorno also criticize museums for their “grave-
like” somberness.

These “white cube” exhibition rooms (fig.3) are flat and dreary, favorable to art enthu-
siasts, but not to non-enthusiasts.

Sen no Rikyii (-T-F14K) organized tea ceremonies, coordinating art-works in actual tea
rooms, stimulating me to try new ways of exhibiting them, displaying them in living
spaces with living goods. Consequently, I discovered vivid beauty of art-works as if they
had been made anew (fig.4).

“White cubes” may be spoiling the appreciation of art-works.
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