War and Peace in Islam

Hideki Iwaki

Islam is not a religion of a war and violence, but a religion of tolerance and peace.
However, war, with many concessions, is allowed when the other party destroys umma
(the community of Muslims).

Jihad tends to emphasize only violence, but is basically a defensive war. The Islamic
laws of war are not inferior to those of modern Western Europe. Instead, they are excel-
lent in terms of humanity and ethics.

However, it is certain that there are causes of war in Islam. These are as follows: Islam
does allow violence as a final option; there is a level of pride in pure monotheism; and Is-
lam has recently been reviving. Therefore, Islam should be encouraged to reflect on its

current situation.
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