On the Original Form of the “Tathagatayuspramana”
Chapter of the Lotus Sutra

Ken’ichi MAEGAWA

Comparing two Chinese translations and the Sanskrit text of the Lotus Sutra, there are
many differences. In the paper, we focus on the “Tathagatayuspramana” Chapter of the
Sanskrit Lotus Sutra, which corresponds to the 15th chapter of Dharmaraksa’s translation
and the original form of Kumarajiva’s translation. There are two differences between the
15th chapter in Dharmaraksa’s translation and the two other texts. The first one is found
in the part after the parable of a good medicine. In this part, the interpretation of the para-
ble is told. But the other two texts lack an interpretation such as this. The second one is
the closing sentences in the end of that chapter, which are found in the beginning of the
next chapter (“Punyaparyaya”) of the two other texts. In accordance with the general ten-
dency of the Lotus Sutra, we can assume that Dharmaraksa’s translation keeps the origi-
nal form of the “Tathagatayuspramana” Chapter. If so, then there is another possibility
that the 15th chapter is originally an independent sutra and was added to the older form

of the Lotus Sutra.
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