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Concerning an Expanding Universe
—Considerations Based on the Eight Negations in
Chapter One “Analysis of Conditions” of the
Milamadhyamakakarika (Nagarjuna’s Middle Way)

Hiroshi Aoki

In this article, the Buddhist concept of the “eight negations” (Jpn. /\Z¥) is used as the
basis for considering the nature of the structure of the universe and how it relates to the
theory of universe expansion and the big bang theory. This Buddhist viewpoint may
provide a hint for the future development of cosmology. The eight negations insist that
physical law is neither created nor destroyed. This thinking posits a universe where
physical laws have always existed, which runs counter to what the big bang theory
proposes —a universe without physical laws until the Big Bang occurred. Therefore, this
provides a framework for reexamining both the big bang theory and the theory of an
expanding universe, starting from rethinking the interpretation of red shift. Hubble
proposed that the cause of the observed red shift is due to the Doppler effect of the light
from retreating stars. However, an alternative explanation of red shift may lead to the

development of a new approach to cosmology.
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