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Collection and Research of Kyogen Illustrations 7

Michiko Fujioka

This is the seventh article on the “Collection and Research of Kyogen Illustrations”, in
the Bulletin of the Institute of Oriental Philosophy.

In the article 2 to 5, front view Kyogen illustrations were collected and examined. In
the article 6, illustrations from a bird’s eye perspective were collected and examined.
Those illustrations were drawn in the early Edo Period (early 17" century), very useful to
know the real view of the performance of Kyogen of the day. Through this research, it
becomes clear that not many numbers of them are left now, although they are useful ma-
terials for the studies of old performing art, Kyogen. No researcher has buckled down to
the task of finding, collecting and examining before, so this has been a difficult job, but
now the value of this research has been recognized gradually.

In the article 7, materials and documents collected in the Kyoto City University of Arts,
not well known and not put to practical use, are researched. The illustrations of Kyogen
in these materials were drawn in the middle and late Edo Period (18" to 19" century) by
Mochizuki School of Art in Kyoto. These are not useful for the study of the performance
of early Edo Period, but very useful to get the knowledge of the illustrators. Almost all
old illustrations were drawn by the unknown illustrators, so Mochizuki’s case is a good

sample to know how and who has been drawing these illustrations.
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