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Western Asian Traders in Song Dynasty China: Focusing
on Fan Ke (3%%%)

Atsuhiro Momota

The term Fan Ke was formed before the sixth century as a word which means foreign
guests officially received by the state of China.

However, a Chinese document shows that Arabian traders, who were staying in Quil-
ion, Southern India, were also called Fan Ke in the Song dynasty (960-1279).

In the Song dynasty, Fan Ke was generally recognized as a word which refers to Arabi-
an Muslim traders, consequently, it is likely that not only Muslim traders who stayed in

China, but also Muslim traders who stayed in Quilon were called Fan Ke.
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