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Collection and Research of Kyogen Illustrations 6

Michiko Fujioka

This is the sixth article on the “Collection and Research of Kyogen Illustrations”, in the
Bulletin of the Institute of Oriental Philosophy.

In the article II to V, front view kyogen illustrations were collected and examined. In
this article VI, illustrations from a birds eye perspective are collected and examined.
Some rare and beautiful illustrations of the stages of early Edo period havebeen collected
in the National Theater of Noh, the Theatrical Museum of Waseda University, and a pri-
vate collection. Through this research, the correlations between front view illustration
and birds eye perspective illustration were found. To conclude, it is assumed that Kyogen
illustrators were living in a small area - possibly in kyoto. They might have been acquain-
tances to each other and studied illustrations together. It was also found that these Illus-
trations were ordered by Daimyo or very wealthy merchant of that time, to create folding
screens, or magnificent picture albums.

Thus these illustrations were enjoyed by the people of high social status; those illustra-

tions shoud be considered as accurate drawings of the stage of that time.
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