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Western Asian Traders in Song Dynasty China: From Bo
Zhu (i1 F) (Ship Captains) to Gang Shou (i) (Head
Merchants)

Atsuhiro Momota

In the Song dynasty, the word Bo Zhu is mainly recorded in official histories. In these
records, their visitations to China can be seen only between 985 and 1011. As the trade
system in the Song Dynasty developed, Gang Shou, the traders officially recognized by
the Chinese government, became gradually active. In 1136, there was an Arabian trader
who became a ship captain; however, he requested to be treated equally as Gang Shou
without being called Bo Zhu. As seen here, the reason why Bo Zhu can be seen only in a
short period of time is likely that Bo Zhu, who were originally working in the tribute

trade, afterwards wished to work as Gang Shou, whose main business is to trade.
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