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A Historical Background of the “Devoted Friendship”
in Sun Ce and Zhou Yu — the Sun Family,
the Zhou Family, the Yuan Family, and the Zhu Family

Takashi MITSUDA

The beginning of the close relationship between the Sun ($%) family and the Zhou (J&)
family was not just among them but involved the influential people in the national poli-
tics of the later Han (%) and in Yan Zhou (#5/1). It is conceivable that Zhu Jun (4
) was the mediator between Sun Jian ($25%) and the Zhous because of his close rela-
tionship with Sun Jian and the Zhous.

In addition, the Zhous had been closely related the Yuan (5 ) family in Ru'nan (7% 75 )
for four generations from Zhou Yu (J&¥ ). Zhu Jun was also in close contact with the Yu-
ans. From the above, it can be supposed that the reason for Sun Jian to become
Yuan Shu (34#7)’s subordinate was due to the relationship between the Suns, the Zhous,
the Yuans, and the Zhu (4%) family.

However, the factor of their relationship was from the military achievements of the
Suns. That is why Zhou Yu gave more priority to Yuan Shu’s command than to Sun Ce’s
request.

When Yuan Shu called himself emperor, Sun Ce and Zhou Yu became independent from
Yuan Shu. Sun Ce and Sun Quan ($4HME) got the position of “successors” of Yuan Shu,
Liu Yao (%) %% ), and the Zhus, who swayed Yan Zhou in the 190s, and established the

Sun government in collaboration with Zhou Yu.
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