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The Development of the Theory of Religious Movement
ant it’s Prospect

— In Touch with the empirical Study of Japanese New
Religions

Katsuaki Ohnishi

In this paper, I would like to discuss the development of theory of religion movement,
in terms of the study of Japanese new religions. While taking up empirical research and
summarizing the result, I would like to show a future view.

Religion movement has many phases. Therefore, in this paper, reference is made in two
points. One is on what kind of conditions the people becomes a receptive layer of a new
religion. Second is what a religious group does movement deployment.

In particular, Researches of Hiroshi Suzuki, Kiyomi Morioka, and Shigeru Nishiyama
are examined. Suzuki studied the religion receptive layer which used the social move
effect. It was important at the point of having shown the viewpoint that religion
movement occurred, when the salvation which religion presents agreed with the move
effect. Morioka presented the life cycle theory of religious group. Nishiyama criticized
the stasis side of the life cycle theory of religious group and presented the life course
theory of religious group which thought the religious group’s active selection as
important.

As for what was able to be said from these empirical researches, I hear that “the theory
of the middle range” adapted to the cultural feature of Japan is the issue which should be
built.
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The systematic first step is considered to be “Naisei sect” of Nishiyama. It has a special
feature of the religious group in a religious group. Moreover, it is an inner group who has
inherited the core portion of a religion style. However, unlike a sect, the relation with a
church may take cooperation.

It is thought that original tense relations with system religion and deployment of the

theory which took in the religious group’s active innovation are important.
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