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The Background of Schopenhauer’s Jurisprudence :
Centering on the Theory of Natural Right

Takao ITO

Schopenhauer was a philosopher who avoided the involvement in political activity as
much as possible. However, this does not necessarily mean that he was indifferent to
politics itself. He seems to have had a strong concern about society in his heart, because
his criticism against the mainstream theory of the State of those days is not only a little
but aggressive in The World as Will and Representation (1818/1819). This paper gives an
interpretation to those political utterances of his on the basis of his early drafts and the
social circumstances as its background. It becomes clear that Schopenhauer, in Prussia in
the early 19th century, on the one hand criticized Kant’s Jurisprudence as an objection to
traditional feudal system, and on the other hand criticized Fichte’s Jurisprudence without
going along with the idea of a modernistic national movement. As a result, it is possible
to read a reflection of the Prussian social circumstances at the time in the Schopenhauer’s
criticisms, although it can be said that his criticisms were based on a partial point of view
with misunderstandings. In other words, his social philosophical awareness which he
deepened through his experiences from draft evasion in the liberation war and etc.

induced him to have biased Kant’s and Fichte’s interpretations.
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