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A Moon for the Misbegotten Part 2
—— Conflict and Union in Social Class Structures ——

Kumi Ohno

In Part 1, I focused on the complexity that existed in the social class structure based on
the racial characteristics of Irish people. I analyzed the patterns of behavioral conduct
and the speech (dialogue) of the characters to reveal the underlying psychological depth
of complex social class structure.

In Part 2, I analyze Eugene O'Neill’s play A Moon for the Misbegotten (hereinafter
referred to as Moon) using Expressionism, the psychology of Freud and Jung, from the
following viewpoints. In one of the attributes of Expressionism, there are ways to reveal
the inner psychology that arouses the deep underlying factors of the human mind in the
form of self assertion or outcry of the conscience. To express the various emotions of the
characters, detailed descriptions of the personalities are essential. The characteristics of
Hogan and Josie are portrayed using expressionistic methodology. Their personalities are
not only expressed in a clear, grotesque and sometimes comical manner, but also in
exaggerated form.

I use Freudian and Jungian analysis to reveal the inner conflict of the characters,
focusing mainly on the conversations between Tyrone and Josie. Their attitudes,
especially, cannot be explained simply by sexual urges, or libido. As the play progresses,
the change in Josie’s character becomes apparent: she becomes a humanitarian woman
who devotes herself to saving others and subsequently becomes a so-called Great mother.

I next analyze the play from the perspective of Nietzsche’s philosophy. In the final Act,
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Tyrone envisions Josie as returning to the mother’s womb, a secure and safe path to the
natural beginning, signifying rebirth.

O’Neill concludes the Long Day’s Journey into Night with a scene in which the
character (in a projection of his brother) suffocates in pain and agony from the inner
conflict he felt. However, in Moon, O’Neill was able to save Tyrone from the misery of
agony in the last scene. With an analysis based on Nietzsche’s philosophy, this conclusion
can be seen as an eternal recurrence, that is, superconsciousness. In this play about final
destination, O’Neill’s brother, represented by the character Tyrone, was ultimately saved.
I would like to conclude with the thought that Moon reflected the final destination of
O’Neill himself, who with this play succeeded in uniting Irish Americans into the

American community.
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