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Human Security and ASEAN

Naoko Toyoshima

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan and Tokyo University held a symposium
“Realizing Human Security in Asia” in February 2010. ASEAN Secretary-General sent a
video message and the ASEAN Vice-Director and the Secretariat attended the symposium
as a speaker.

How does ASEAN view Human Security? The object of this paper is to clarify
ASEAN’s views on Human Security. This paper examines the use of the term “Human
Security” at the ASEAN summit.

As aresult, it is clear that the three points below exist:

1) The definition and consensus about problems is not clarified and cooperation is
necessary for a solution.

2) The object of “Human Security” is limited to people in the region, and arguments are
avoided with the nonintervention.

3) The importance of fostering community spirit.

For ASEAN, common recognition of “Human Security” is developing. ASEAN uses
the term carefully. However, ASEAN is not negative against human security. ASEAN
aims at realizing and ASEAN Community by 2015. In this way, ASEAN utilizes Human

Security.
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