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A Moon for the Misbegotten
—Conflict and Union in Social Class Structures —

Kumi Ohno

In studying and analyzing the works of the great American playwright, Eugene O’Neill
(1888-1953), I find that Expressionism, Freud’s and Jung’s psychology, and the
philosophy of Nietzsche are the key factors that should be considered as the core factors
of his works. His masterpiece, Long Day’s Journey into Night (hereinafter referred to as
Journey), written in the latter part of his life, is the autobiographical play that won his
fourth Pulitzer Prize, and this was followed by A Moon for the Misbegotten (hereinafter
referred to as Moon), which is considered to be a requiem dedicated to his older brother,
James O’Neill Jr. Moon is thought to be a sequel to Journey.

In my previous paper, “O’Neill’s Long Day’s Journey into Night: The Complexity of
Behavioral Patterns through Social Class Structures and Psychological
Unconsciousness,” I analyzed the deep structure of the characters’ psychology from the
viewpoint of complex social class structures.

To review the historical background was a necessary approach to understand the social

status of Irish immigrants in the United States.
The historical facts had led to a clear understanding of the layers of social classes that
existed in American society. In other words, historical evidence witnessed the social
hierarchy of immigrants. In Journey, the ethnic attributes were depicted as social class
structure.

O’Neill’s parents were Irish immigrants. His father was a descendant of the so-called
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Black Irish, whereas his mother was from the Lace-Curtain Irish, a middle-class Irish
people. Thus he was born from two different social classes.

Phil Hogan is one of the characters in Moon. A descendant of lower-class Irish
immigrants (Black Irish), he has been working for 25 years as a tenant farmer. The
female main character, his daughter, Josie Hogan, another Black Irish, also plays an
important role. James Tyrone is the son of Irish immigrant parents, a Black Irish father
and a Lace-Curtain Irish mother, and he is a model of O’Neill’s older brother. All of
these Irish immigrant characters are described through explorations of the depths of
psychological complexity. The play features the racial attributes of Irish people at the
core, revealing the intricate complications of the hierarchical layers.

In this paper I have analyzed the patterns of behavioral conduct and the speech
(dialogue) from the viewpoint of Expressionism, based mainly on the topic of the social

class structure. (To be continued to the next issue.)
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