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Human Security and NGOs in Japan

Naoko Toyoshima

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan held a “Symposium on Human Security—The
implementation and the theory of Human Security— ?”” in March 2009. Ms. Osa Yukie a
chairperson of the board of the Association for Aid and Relief, Japan participated in the
symposium as a representative of non-governmental organizations. She told “Among the
Japanese NGOs, Human Security is not the mainstream.”

It is strange situation that Human Security is not the mainstream for NGOs in Japan.
Japan has been actively promoting “Human Security” 10 or more years since 1998 that
she introduced “Human Security” to her foreign policy. Japan expressed her point of
view that used “Human security” to overcome the global problems like environmental
problems, conflicts, refugee problems, the problem of global small arms issues, and anti-
personnel landmines. Japan also has show willingness to cooperate with NGO in the
field. Nevertheless, why Human security is not the mainstream Among the Japanese
NGOs?

The object of this paper is to clarify the cause of the situation. This paper examines the
Japanese human security initiative focusing on relationship to NGO.

The result of the study, this paper pointed out three reasons. First one is that Japan's
“human security” has been implemented in government-led initiatives. Second is
Cooperation with the NGO had been limited to some areas. And, third is unclear that the

social function of human security.
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