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Both Fan Ke and Bo Zhu are especially wealthy traders and played important role
among the foreign traders who trade with China in the Song Dynasty. Both of them
were received by the state of China as if national guests and were allowed to meet

even with Chinese Emperor himself directly.
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Western Asian Traders in China: Focusing on Fan Ke

(3% ) (Foreign Visitors) and Bo Zhu (3%%)
(Captains of Ship)

Atsuhiro Momota

It is well-known that many western Asian traders (Persian or Arabian merchants)
came to China to trade precious commodities from the early times.

On discussing the terms Fan Ke and Bo Zhu in Chinese documents, I would like to
depict the real images of western Asian traders in China in those days.

The word Fan Ke appears from the northern Wei Dynasty (6th century) to Qing
Dynasty (17th — 20th century). The meaning of the word Fan Ke is visitors from
foreign countries. Many of them, however, actually are the guests who were officially
received by the state of China in kind treatment. Fan Ke especially are the persons in
high rank socially, wealthy merchants, and were regarded as the important persons who
bring China immense wealth.

In the Song Dynasty (960 — 1279), the state of China exclusively traded with Fan Ke
in principle.

Many of Fan Ke seem to be Arabian Muslim merchants in the Song Dynasty.

On the other hand, the word Bo Zhu appears from eastern Jin Dynasty (5th century) to
the Ming Dynasty (16th century). The meaning of the word Bo Zhu is captains of Ship.
In southern part of China, Bo Zhu, additionally, means Persian people too after the Tang
Dynasty (618 — 907), and the word had a thick relationship with Arabian Muslim
merchants after the Song Dynasty.
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