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“Neuroethics” as a Novel Field of Bioethics

Shin'ichi Kogure

“Neuroethics” has been attracted increasing attention as a novel field of Bioethics in
recent years. According to the pioneer as well as promoter, William Safire who is a
journalist in New York Times, Neuroethics is defined as an independent part of Bioethics
where the ethical problems are discussed to distinguish between good or evil as to the
results in medical and biological studies, and also to distinguish between right or wrong
as to their applications to brain therapy or enhancement. The Neuroethics includes two
sub-fields: One is “Neuroscience of Ethics” where the philosophical or ethical problems
are the objects to consider based on the progressive findings in Neuroscience, while the
other is “Ethics of Neuroscience” where the ethical problems with the execution or
application of Neuro-scientific studies are discussed. Michael S. Gazzaniga who is a very
famous cognitive neuroscientist and an author of “The Ethical Brain,” proposes that
Neuroethics is the academic field where a variety of subjects including diseases or
healthy condition, normal or abnormal, life style or our habitual ways, and a life worth
living based on the individual philosophy, everything is associated with human happiness
or health, is studied from a point of view of knowledge regarding to respective brain
mechanism revealed by Neuroscience.

In the present paper, the origin of Neuroethics was traced back, and the meaning of
Neuroethics was explained. The following chapter showed explanatory remarks as to the
important points described in Gazzaniga's “The Ethical Brain.” As an example, some
ethical problems related to the deep brain stimulation which was a novel therapy for
intractable brain diseases such as Parkinson's syndrome were discussed.
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