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An Organizational Identity and the Theory of
Religious Groups:

On Perspective to the Religious Groups Including
Diversity

Katsuaki Ohnishi

Over the past few years, several studies have been made on the religious groups. For
example, Troeltsch, Ernst typified the religious groups to ‘church’ and ‘sect’. His
typology had big influence on the theory of religious groups. It was inherited by the
theory of ‘denomination’ by Niebuhr, H. R. and the functionalism theory of religious
groups by Yinger,J.M. and Robertson, R. However, such theories can be grasped as a
value integrated model.

The question we have to ask here is what kind of the perspective is appropriate for the
analysis of the religious groups included various values.

In this paper, we would like to discuss how the identity of religious groups is attained,
in terms of the theory of organization identity. It is because that the theory of
organizational identity does not ask share values for the integration of organization but is
asking cognition which is a member’s abstract categorization for it. So, this perspective
which paid its attention to the cognitive system enables analysis of the religious groups
included various values.

In this paper, I analyzed Honmonbutsuryiko which is Nichiren-affiliated New
Religions. This case study showed that the abstract member’s category determined the
organizational boundary and the integration of various values.
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