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The Actual Condition of "Human Security’ in Japanese
Policy: the Comparison of the Refugee Policy

Naoko Toyoshima

“Human Development Report 1994” by the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) was the first to mention human security publicly. Human security is a relatively
new concept, but one that is now widely used to describe the complex of interrelated
threats in the international community.

At the UN Millennium Summit in 2000, Prime Minister of Japan, Yoshiro Mori,
declared that Japan would uphold human security as one pillar of Japan' s foreign policy.
The Government of Japan fulfilled this commitment to the founding the Trust Fund for
Human Security in March 1999. In the pamphlet about the trust, Japan said that
“Endorsing human security as the concept of international cooperation in the 21st
century, Japan has been striving to make this century a “human-centered” century.”

Does Japan really have been strived to make this century a “human-centered” century?
Japan is criticized that have a negative attitude toward refugee problems. Human
Security includes naturally refugee problems. Therefore, Japan's attitude toward Human
security and refugee problem is contrary. The object of this paper is to consider the
reason why Japan takes that stance. Main Approach of this paper is the comparison of

Japan's Human security policy with refugee policy.
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