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Mexico's Educational Transition —
Path towards freedom of religion liberates
educational system from catechetical instruction.

Minoru Hara

Superimposed on New Spain, as the new American colony was christened after the
Spanish conquest of Mexico in 1521, the catechetical instruction system was simply
brought over to the colonies by the missionaries of Catholic Inquisition authorities in
Spain. After over 100 years of a tenacious struggle for stability from 1810, Mexico
finally ratified the Constitution of 1917, regarded as one of the most encompassing of
the modern world's political history. Here the principle of separation of state and
religion was clearly established. The State assumed responsibility for education and the
prohibition of religious instruction in public schooling was clearly addressed in Article 3,
and further strengthened by Article 24. With the Constitutional Reform Law of 1992,
created and implemented largely to harmonize with universal human and children's
rights treaties and international policy agreements, the Catholic church and other
religions were restored and granted freedoms of expression, and property rights were
recognized and expanded. Importantly, at last, religious organizations private schools

would enjoy the freedom of teaching their philosophy, creed, and values.
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