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Fundamentalism: Influence on Mexican Politics
and Society

Minoru Hara

Because of continuous violence in the world after the 9.11 terrorist attacks in New
York, the simplistic idea that terrorism is caused by a group of people holding
fundamentalist views of a specific religion, particularly Islam, has become prevalent.

This text shows a brief history of the influence of the Catholic and Protestant ideas on
Mexican politics. The ex-monopolitic party PRI, which held power for seven decades,
lost to PAN in 2000 and 2006. The base supporters of PAN belong to an organization
called Yunque (anvil, tireless worker) and are supported mainly by Catholic, Protestant
sects and business owners. Yunque wants to keep PAN in power so that it can keep in
check new political parties which are based on fundamentalist views such as the one
supported by the Sinarquist. This new type of political party is similar to those that
already exist in Germany, Hungary, Poland, Canada, France and Italy.

In conclusion, fundamentalism generally leads religions to separate from society and in
extreme cases incorporates the use of violence as a form of religious expression, but
there is another kind of fundamentalism that leads religions to seek the promotion of
peace, culture and education and exert a positive influence on society. Since a majority
of the population is Christian and are accepting of most other religions, many favorable

conditions in Latin America exist for it to fulfill its mission to contribute to world peace.
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