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Using Changes in Expressions to Date Specific
Writings of Nichiren
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o s e e e In nine of his letters written from Minobu, Nichiren included descriptions of his
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a4 SPaEZENHONDL, b, G1ET Ao E LD Wiy o geographic surroundings. In January 1277 he wrote a letter to Shijo Kingo in which he
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89)  Zed. I L,f SR Rl ik, A E T2 L 9T TS

- . b 1 Gosho,” written in August 1277 the order is reversed. and he mentioned Mt. Minobu
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In 1230, Nichiren wrote a letter to Akimoto Taro Hyoe, in which he states that there
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are 11,037 temples in Japan. But in a letter to the lay priest Nakaoki no Jiro written in
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o tE S H 2 TV Th D ETIHE LT, KRS fﬂLVJ BRGS0 T L H]m 5 iy Ak November 1279, he had written that the number of temples in Japan is 171,037. This
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number of temples date from 1279 or earlier and those that make reference to the smaller
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number were written after 1280.
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