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Latin America’s Religious Transformation :
Religious Power Shift since 1960 and the Role of
Globalization

Minoru Hara

My interest in this subject stems from the desire to inform Japanese audiences about
the contemporary religious climate in Latin America. Using mathematical data I analyze
the growing influence of Protestantism in Latin America, where religious life in Latin
America has been dominated by the Roman Catholic Church for most of the past five
centuries. While it is possible that this dominance will continue into the future, recent
decades have seen dramatic changes in the religious “map” of Latin America. The
period 1960-1970 was especially important, as it saw the spiritual liberalization
(“liberalization from” means believers being less influenced by church authority)
within the church, the secularization of education, as well as the advance of modern
technological development and expansion of trade and other forms of economic
exchange. The impact of globalization has been most felt by Protestant denominations
[as these have opened up new opportunities for proselytizing, which in turn has
generated counter reactions]. But these impacts can also be seen on a smaller scale
among the Buddhist and other non-Western religious groups that have attracted the
interest and alarm of the Catholic Church. Some mention is made of indigenous religious
practices, but detailed discussion has been omitted to focus on the dramatic expansion of

Protestantism.
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