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l - N '1 Research on the Ancient Buddhist Kingdom of

bS
BOZ v g | 5 ¥
1 g < = ] |
2 i L %l 1) Katsuhisa Yamada
.......... 4 il S &: 4

Tumushuke (1n China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region) was an important oasis
kingdom on the ancient Silk Road trading routes through Central Asia. In the Chinese
history, the Book of Han, the section on the tales of the western regions describes the

Tumushuke as it was some 2,000 years ago. It is portrayed as one of the 36 states of the

:]7"“- 579,9 western regions, and details such as its population, the number of households and

soldiers are given.

The first section of this paper summarizes the descriptions of Tumushuke’s history that
appear 1n classical Chinese historical records and describes texts and artifacts that have
been excavated at the site of the capital city-Tang. The rise and decline of the kingdom 1is
described and the inference 18 forwarded that it was tinally destroyed by Islamic forces at
the start of the 11th century.

The second section describes the author’s two research missions to the Turkuzsalai

%) temple at the site of Tumushuke, the first such mission to be undertaken by a Japanese

researcher. The factors in the decline of this and other Buddhist kingdoms is considered

and the theory advanced that this was due to two factors: 1) internal corruption and 2) the
R absence of secular leadership capable of uniting the Buddhist kingdoms of the Silk Road
i order to mount an etfective resistance to the Islamic forces.

{f The third section describes a 1,200-year old mummy of a girl, 16 years old at the time

Pl
.....

......

sl

of her death. The process by which this mummy was discovered and the cause of the

girl’s death are analyzed.

HE

This is a pioneering paper as no prior research on Tumushuke exists (1n Japanese).
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