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from Ikeda’s Lecture “Scholastic Philosophy and
Contemporary Civilization”

Koshichiro Mitsukuni

This paper introduces a study of the historical tide of the SDGs as presented in
Daisaku Ikeda’s lecture “Scholastic philosophy and contemporary civilization”.
The motivation for this research comes from the need to understand the essence of
the problems of modern civilization when private companies tackle the 17 goals
of the SDGs. As I was carefully considering this issue, I was enlightened by a line
in this lecture that reads, “Scholastic philosophy is the starting point of modern
civilization which originated in Europe”. Section 2 describes a view of the historical
tide in humankind by defining critical of periods of contemporary civilization and
its characteristic changes. Section 3 describes important points of Tkeda’s lecture.
Section 4 considers the viewpoints of the historical tide referred from eight different
dialogues between Ikeda and leading thinkers. Finally, from the content of these
dialogues, it is proposed that the direction of the SDGs' approach of “no one will be
left behind” can be realized by making the concept of “dignity of life” common to all
humankind. Through this research, I will show that this lecture has an important role

as the origin of the SDGs Philosophy.
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