On the Personality of Sima Yi before Starting the
Expedition to the North by Zhege Liang Based upon a
Critical Study of “Jin shu’ Xuandiji, “Sanguozhi” and
Pei Songzhi's “Sanguozhi zhu”

Takashi Mitsuda

Through a critical analysis of historical materials of “Jin shu” Xuandiji [&
#] EAA, “Sanguozhi” [ and Pei Songzhi's “Sanguozhi zhu” RN 2

[=B&] 7%, a case can be made that the compilation of “Jin shu” Xuandiji
involved the cutting and pasting of pieces of “Sanguozhi” and Pei Songzhi’s
“Sanguozhi zhu”. In addition, based upon the critical analysis of “Jin shu” Xuandiji,
it may be said that almost all the achievements of Sima Yi H] %% are not his own.
Sima Yi made his career through the relationships with Wendi 3% (Cao Pi B A3)
of Cao Wei &%, Chen Qun Bi% and other friends, and he rarely presented his
personal views to Cao Cao B4 or Cao Pi in a public setting. He survived in the
bureaucracy by avoiding trouble. However, after Mingdi W55 (Cao Rui &%)
ascended to the throne, Sima Yi remained under careful watch by Mingdi and his
advisers, he was appointed as commander in chief of a region which he was unfamiliar

and confronted adversaries such as Sun Wu $:5% and Shu Han % .
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