{Article)

A Study on Tsunesaburo Makiguchi’s Work
at the Ministry of Education

— His Struggles Toward Compiling a National Textbook—

Kazuyuki Uefuji

In 1908, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, the first president of the Soka Gakkai,
abandoned a business venture he initiated to provide correspondence education
for secondary school girls. Then, after teaching at an elementary school in Tokyo,
he entered the Ministry of Education in 1910. His job description was to research
textbook materials, but he may have been involved in work to compile a textbook
for geography. The year after entering the ministry, Makiguchi was sent to conduct
a rural survey on Doshimura, a remote mountain village in Yamanashi prefecture
for 10 days. Furthermore, three months after that, he was sent to investigate one of
the remotest mountain villages in Kyushu for 20 days at the request of the Ministry
of Agriculture and Commerce. He submitted a report regarding this investigation.
Makiguchi may have received such difficult assignments from the ministry as
retaliation for an article he wrote in a magazine just after entering the ministry,
which was severely critical of the content of geography textbooks compiled by the
Ministry of Education. It can be inferred that because administrators within the
ministry took offense at the article that Makiguchi was transferred from central

ministry administration to the regional Tokyo office.
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