Charitable Enterprises in Beijing at the End of the Qing
Dynasty to the Early Years of the Republic of China:

Focusing on the Term "Charity"

Heiwa Oe

This paper tries to explain the term "charity," which has various definitions,
and to clarify the outline of charitable enterprises in Beijing at the end of the
Qing Dynasty to the early years of the Republic of China which is considered to
be a transition period for social welfare. Japan and China interpret the concept of
"charity" differently. In Japan, it is common to understand "charity" in a historical
context, while China discusses it in the context of public and private. Looking at the
history of charitable enterprises in Beijing, where the emperor stayed throughout the
Ming-Qing transition, and which was an important place for showing the emperor’s
authority and its position within the governing order. The government forces were
therefore formidable. Even in the end of the Qing Dynasty, while private charitable
enterprises were increasing, there were overwhelmingly many enterprises led by the

government.
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