Japanese New Religions and Modernity
—Reconsideration of the Studies of New Religions—

Katsuaki Ohnishi

In this paper, I discuss Japanese new religions and modernity. In particular, I reconsider
several theories about Japanese new religions as these are underpinned by the viewpoint
of modernity in Japan.

As a result of examining representative discussions of Japanese new religions, the
interrelation between magic and religion was observed in Japanese new religions. It
turned out that its character was regarded as one aspect of the uniqueness of
modernization in Japan.

On the other hand, these discussions were premised on the viewpoint of distinguishing
between pre-modern and modern. As a result, pointing out the interrelation between
magic and religion makes it difficult to clarify at what point modern times began.

Furthermore, it became clear that there was a similar tendency in the debate identifying
the post-modernity of Japanese new religions.

Finally, I point out the necessity of discussing Japanese new religions, distinguishing

between the effects of the era and the development processes of religious communities.
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