Aging believers of new religions and types of religious organization
—The future of “mixed form groups and bureaucracy”—

Katsuaki Ohnishi

In this paper, I would like to discuss how new Japanese religions tackle the issue of
their aging memberships. The reproduction of religious organizations is a problem at
present for new religions in Japan, which have achieved rapid growth until the present.

At the same time, the shrinking population in Japan and the aging of believers are
surfacing as problems. In addition, these problems are different according to the type of
religious organization.

I would like to consider two patterns in this paper. The first is the case of
KONKOKYO, which is a decentralized organization. The second is the case of Rissho
Kosei-kai and Soka Gakkai which are centralized organizations.

Centralized organizations have been described as “a mixed form of groups and
bureaucracies” in the Japanese sociology of religion. This form fits with the change of
aging memberships. I have observed a tendency for these organization models to change.
This tendency is a result of the structurally strained relationship between these

organizations and their believers’ changing senses of values.
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