Tsunesaburo Makiguchi’s Naturalistic Theory of
the Norms for Action

Ryo Chonabayashi

In this paper, I shall argue that an interesting Humean theory of practical reasons for
action, or the theory of the norms for action, can be constructed on the basis of the claims
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi made in his later work, such as Scientific, Meta-Religious
Experimental Proving for the Pedagogical Methods of Value Creation, and some of the
writings he contributed to the magazine series, Value Creation. In presenting the
reconstructed theory, I shall attempt to show how this theory can provide us with some

resources for replying to an objection typically made against any Humean theory.
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